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Culture of Preparedness and 
Response

Earthquake Safety

Drop, Cover, and Hold

Tsunami Safety



Culture of Preparedness and 
Response

Hazard
• Earthquake
• Local Tsunami
• Distant Tsunami

Situation
• Home
• Work
• Shopping
• Recreation



Identify a Tsunami Champion

•Locally connected
•Passionate about 
community 

•Advocate for safety
•Strong skills:

•Communications
•Organizing
•Volunteers
•Group facilitation 
•Creative
•Energetic

Seaside Tsunami Outreach Coordinator, 
Darci Connor



Get the Word Out

• Newspaper articles
• Public service announcements 
• Post maps and brochures
• Community newsletter
• Library display



Outreach Strategies

• Neighborhood Educator Project
• Business outreach
• Public workshop
• School programs 
• City of Seaside Web site
• Tsunami Evacuation Drill



Neighborhood Educator Project
• Goal: Reach every household in community
• Group city into 88 blocks w/~40 homes each
• Identify one Neighborhood Educator/ block
• Train educators to go door-to-door
• Results: 60 blocks assigned and 2,400 homes 

contacted



Business Workshop
• Goal: How to prepare your business and 

safeguard resources
• Presentations on tsunami basics and business 
• Small group exercise on evacuation planning

• Results: 65 business representatives from 
lodging, merchants, Chamber of Commerce 
services, etc.



Public Workshop
• Goal: Target general public/family preparedness
• Mayor presented tsunami poster contest awards
• Informational presentation, question and answer panel
• Small group mapping exercise

• Results: 145 participants



Elementary and Middle School Program 
• Goal: Provide information targeted for kids 
• Classroom exercise vs. general assembly
• Presented by high school student volunteers
• Work on family plan and evacuation routes
• Poster contest
• Results: Reached 1,500 students in 3 schools



City of Seaside Tsunami Web Site



Tsunami Evacuation Drill
•Goal: Promote community-wide participation 

•Partnered w/ Fire, Police, Red Cross, ODOT, ARES, 
schools and local businesses

•Each safety zone staffed w/ greeter and radio operator

•Results: 436 participated w/24 businesses & 29 visitors



Outreach Results: Initial Findings

• Having a Tsunami Champion is essential
• Use a variety of educational opportunities
• Create specific programs for businesses and 

students
• Community prefers small group learning
• High school student volunteers important
• Partner with community groups 
• Identify available resources and existing activities



Next Steps

• Present report with results from public 
opinion polls

• Lessons learned - best practices
• Use results as model for other communities
• Follow up - How will Seaside maintain 

involvement and integrate tsunami outreach 
into ongoing activities?
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